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Loyd Grossman to speak at St George’s German Lutheran Church

The Historic Chapels Trust is pleased to announce that, in association with The Churches Conservation Trust, Loyd Grossman OBE FSA, Chairman of The Churches Conservation Trust, distinguished journalist, broadcaster and gastronome will be speaking at St George’s German Lutheran Church on Thursday, October 16th at 6.00pm for 6.30pm, on CCT and heritage matters.

There will be a charge of £5 on the door to include light refreshments beforehand.  All welcome.

The Churches Conservation Trust is the national charity conserving England’s historic parish churches that are no longer required for regular worship.  CCT promotes public enjoyment of its churches and encourages their use as educational and community resources.  It currently cares for some 340 buildings.

Loyd Grossman has been Chairman of The Churches Conservation Trust since July 2007, in succession to Rt Hon Frank Field M.P.

The Historic Chapels Trust was established in 1993 to take into ownership Nonconformist chapels, R.C churches and buildings of other faiths that are of outstanding quality but redundant for purposes of worship.  HCT operates throughout England.

After acquiring its chapels, HCT institutes programmes of conservation-minded repairs and upgrading to fit its chapels for suitable community activities and occasional services of worship (such as carol services and weddings).   HCT programmes of work extend to a building’s contents, burial grounds and outbuildings.

St George’s German Lutheran Church was re-opened in 2004 following £900,000 of repairs and modernisation funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, English Heritage and HCT’s own fundraising effort.

St George’s was founded in 1762 by German sugar bakers and is the oldest surviving German church in Britain.  The church is largely unaltered, retaining its double decker pulpit, royal arms of George III and galleries.

During the 1930’s Pastor Julius Rieger, together with Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer, were instrumental in helping Jewish and other refuges to escape from Germany.  St George’s is the only extant church in London where Bonhoeffer worked.  A scholarly guide is available.

Both CCT and HCT have Supporters and Subscribing Friends schemes.  A local Friends committee arranges varied events at St George’s. Weddings can now be booked.  

Proceeds of this event will contribute towards the work of the Historic Chapels Trust, with a donation made to The Churches Conservation Trust, website -   www.visitchurches.org.uk

