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Press Release
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00.01 hours Tuesday 11th December 2007

HERITAGE LINK LAUNCHES UNITED PLACES OF WORSHIP HERITAGE GROUP 

Chairman of the Trustees of Heritage Link (1), Anthea Case, announced today the establishment of an important new group, placesofworship@heritagelink. Speaking at the charity’s Annual General Meeting at the Ritzy Cinema, Brixton, London SW2 on 11th December, she said:

'We are all aware that historic places of worship of all faiths are a vital part of our shared heritage and a key aspect of the historic environment. Their future is a matter of growing concern, not just to the tiny groups of dedicated volunteers who keep them going but the wider public including the Prime Minister - in his last speech as Chancellor of the Exchequer (2).  

'Over the past year we have discussed with some of the key organisations the case for a new action-orientated group to be based within Heritage Link which would give places of worship a powerful voice within the wider heritage sector. Wide consultation was overwhelmingly supportive and I can announce today the setting up of placesofworship@heritagelink.' 

This placesofworship@heritagelink group 

· will be an action-oriented national forum designed to strengthen the ‘third sector’ voice on historic places of worship in national debates on heritage, regeneration and funding. actively engaging with those representing the heritage of all faiths and seeking to agree a joint position on important matters of policy when dealing with government and other stakeholders.

· full membership of places of worship@heritagelink will be open to the member  organisations of Heritage Link with an interest in historic places of worship. Active participation through associate membership is open to other national voluntary organisations, including those based in other parts of the United Kingdom, which may not be eligible for, or may not wish to apply for, membership of Heritage Link. 

· a first annual meeting will be held in March 2008, providing an opportunity for members and associate members to shape the priorities and early action of the new forum (3).

· when fully established, the new forum will be based in the Heritage Link offices and independently resourced (4). 

The placesofworship@heritagelink group will operate under the Heritage Link umbrella. Heritage Link Trustees welcome this setting. Chairman Anthea Case added 'That the group should want to position itself here attests to the value of a united and coherent voice for all parts of the heritage and we look forward to a fuller contribution from the many organisations who work 
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tirelessly to preserve the heritage of our places of worship to the wider issues with which Heritage Link is concerned as well as the opportunity to share the experience and expertise of the Heritage Link family with them. I am confident that these arrangements will contribute to each of our three goals of advocacy, policy and capacity building.'  

- end -

Notes for editors 

1. Heritage Link www.heritagelink.org.uk was set up in 2002 by national heritage groups in England to promote the central role of the voluntary movement in the sector and to make their voice heard collectively and coherently. Heritage Link brings together 83 voluntary organisations concerned with heritage in England representing interests from specialist advisers, practitioners and managers, volunteers and owners, to national funding bodies and local building preservation trusts. 

Contact: Kate Pugh, Secretary, Heritage Link, 89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TP. Tel 020 7820 7796, Fax 020 7820 8620 email kate.pugh@heritagelink.org.uk 

2. In his Budget speech on 21st March 2007, Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the Exchequer said 'And in the run up to the Spending Review, The Culture Secretary and I will examine the help we can give the churches and heritage buildings that are at the heart of so many communities'. 

3.  To date some 30 national organisations have expressed an interest in joining placesofworship@heritagelink. A first full meeting of the membership is planned for March 2008.

The full aims of placesofworship@heritagelink are to:
· provide a national forum for liaison and communication between a wide range of organisations with an interest in the future of historic places of worship

· develop a shared vision on the way forward for historic places of worship 

· strengthen the ‘third sector’ voice on historic places of worship, actively engaging with those representing the heritage of all faiths and seeking to agree a joint position on important matters of policy when dealing with government and other stakeholders 

· increase the capacity of the sector through collaboration, seeking to maximize the overall funding available while minimizing competition between members and supporting relevant initiatives through joint marketing and in other ways

· enhance members’ contribution to, and strengthen the sector’s relationship with, wider debates on heritage, regeneration and funding through the work of Heritage Link

· provide advice to Heritage Link and its working groups on matters relating to historic places of worship.  

4. Though placesofworship@heritagelink will be based within Heritage Link, during the initial phase it is being supported by the Churches Conservation Trust. 

placesofworship@heritagelink enquiries should be directed to:

Robert Green, Policy and Parliamentary Officer, Churches Conservation Trust, 1 West Smithfield

London EC1A 9EE. Email: rgreen@tcct.org.uk Tel: 020 7213 0660
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